Victors again

Anchorage lawyers Richard Friedman and Jaffrey
Rubin recently won a verdict against State Farm In-

surance Co. on behalf of an Idaho client who may
collect nearly §10 million.

Insurance firm told to pay up

The Associated Prass
BOISE, Idaho — An Anchor-
age law office has won another

s-mn. an Idaho woman in
to collect nearly $10 mlllml’mm
State Farm.

A verdict returned Thursday
awards Idaho plaintiff (‘md}
Robinson damages after she sul
fered a herniated disk in her
back when the rear wheel of her
car fell off.

Ri
Anchorage lawye!

Friedman and .|=:frw Rubin.
Jeff Thompson, a
lawyer representing State

was represented by
rs Richard

declined comment on the month-
long trial except to say that facts
were in dispute and “hotly con
tested.”

The case alleged bad faith on
the part of State Farm after
Robinson was injured in 1992
and submitted medical bills 1o
the insurance company.

Robinson claimed State Farm
denied and delayed payment
based on evaluations by a med-
ical review company.

w

cians, no doctor actually ev:
ed Robinson's claims,
lawyers said.

‘They also said State Farm in-

tended to defeat legitimate
claims of policyholders through
fraudulent reviews of medical
records, and that the company
put its customers under financial
pressure to accept reduced set-

nts,

“This is the first jury that has
had the opportunity to review
this abhorrent practice,” Fried-
man said. “Its verdict should
send a clear message o State
Farm vther companies that
wmld cheat their insured thar

he conduct will not be tolerat-

Friedman and Rubin became
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:mnlved in the case late, jol
ing the lawsuit in early 1997
at the invitation of the plain
tiff's lawyers, Rubin said.
“The case, from the plain
USFs perspective, was spin
ning out of control,” said Ru
bin. noting that pne of the

lawyers wus suffering health
problem:

The Anchﬂmer lawyers
have gained attention amung
plaintiffs suing insurers.

“We've kind of developed an
aren of expertise,” Rubin said.

In a recent Juneau c the
lawyers won a $16 million jury
verdict against Aeina insur-

ance company on behalf of a
woman with a disability claim.

The punitive damage
award was reviewed by the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
reed that puni-
‘ere warranted

ut  redic the sum to
$350,000, lhl.' |aw office said.
The final monetary ard

for both cases is still years
away, Rubin said

It does take a lot of perse-
verance lu handle these cas.
es, “They count on
you unmu up.’

- Darly News reporter Mike Hinman
contributed to this story.



